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Dear Sonja, 
 
We are pleased to submit our annual report concerning the European Development fund 
 
We need to note that we are dedicated to run all the program within the main directions set by FIDE 
and the new financial conditions due to Pandemic.  
 
Since the program in 2020 started only in May and due to Pandemic situation, there is still two (2) 
projects on progress and one (1) postponed.   
 

With the report we attach also the ECU report activities for 2020, where included also the 
projects funded by the FIDE Development fund.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A. TABLE OF ECU PROJECTS APPROVED TILL 30th September 2020  

 

PROJECTS APPROVED AMOUNT STATUS  

ECU School Teacher Webinars 6,000,0 Completed Report  

Talented Girls & Women training camp 800,00 Completed Report 

Joint ECU-FIDE Educational Study  40,000,00 On Progress Report 

ECU/FIDE Online Organisers webinar for women 1,500,00 Completed Report 

Online Youth Training Camps for top players U18 & U14 6,200,00 Completed Report 

Global Chess Festival/Intercontinental Youth Matches 5,000,00 Completed Report 

CIS London Chess Conference Online 4,000,00 Completed Report 

Tournament Of Peace Croatia  5,000,00 Postponed   2021 

Annual ECU Training Online Academy.  5,000,00 On Progress Report 

    

Total (euros) 73,500   

 

 
B. REPORTS FOR PROJECTS COMPLETED BY 30TH September 2020 

 
1.  ECU SCHOOL TEACHER WEBINARS   

 
Within ECU Online activities in the period April-May 2020, European Chess Union has 
organised a series of webinars “ECU101 Training Seminar: The SMART Method to 
Teach Chess” in period from 15th April – 24th May. The seminars were supported by 
FIDE development fund and provided free participation for female participants as 
also partcipants for 18 European federations of DEV levels of 3,4 & 5.  

             
           Information:  
 
            https://www.europechess.org/ecu-online-teachers-seminars/  
           

2. Chess in Schools 2020 Project 
 

The survey is the result of a collaboration between the International Chess Federation (FIDE) 
and the European Chess Union (ECU). The goal is to gather reliable information on the 
current state of chess in schools worldwide as a basis for future development strategies. 
 
There are 3 working groups, the survey group, the certification group and the tech group. 
More than 120 countries have been already provided data for the national CIS programs.  
 
The project is expected to be completed on the first half of 2021 and a presentation of results 
will follow.  
 
 
Information: 
 
https://cissurvey.com  

 

https://www.europechess.org/ecu-online-teachers-seminars/
https://cissurvey.com/


3. Talented Girls & Women training camp 
 

ECU and European Chess Academy organised a complete Lectures program “Improve Your 
Chess” with leading Chess Trainers worldwide.  
10 Women and talented girls participated free of charge including top player GM Valentina 
Gunina.  

 
            Information:  
                
             https://www.europechess.org/ecu-trainers-lectures/ 
 
 

4. ECU/FIDE Online Organisers webinar for women 
 

European Chess Union organised a FIDE International Organizers Webinar, ifrom 27th to 30th 
of July, in cooperation with FIDE Events Commission, FIDE Women’s Commission, co-funded by 
FIDE Development Fund.  With 31 participants, among whom were 16 females this Webinar was 
one of the largest IO Seminar organised in the last years. The official results will be published 
by the FIDE Events Commission. 

           Report:  
 
           https://www.europechess.org/ecu-fide-international-organisers-online-seminar-concluded/           

 
5. Online Youth Training Camps for top players U18 & U14 

 
ECU Online Youth Camps organised for the Winners of European Youth Online Chess 

Championship will start on Monday within two groups. The best ranked 8 players of each 
age category at the European Youth Online Chess Championship were awarded with free 
participation in ECU Online Youth Camps with top trainers. 

Report:  

           https://www.europechess.org/ecu-online-youth-camps-starting-on-monday/  
 
 

6.  Global Chess Festival/Intercontinental Team Matches.  
 

Inter-continental Youth Team Online Chess Cup, organised by Global Chess Festival and 
European Chess Union.  After 6 played rounds played through Tornelo Online playing server, 
the Winner of the event became Team of Asia, with score of 11 match points (5 victories and 
1 draw).   Second place went to Team Europe with score of 9 match points (4 victories, 1 
draw and 1 loss). Team America got the third place, while team Africa came fourth. 

 
Report:  https://www.europechess.org/team-asia-wins-intercontinental-youth-team-
online-chess-cup/  

 
 

7.   CIS London Chess Conference Online 
 
Running parallel to the FIDE Congress was ChessTech2020, the online conference on chess 
and technology, which drew 526 registrations from more than 70 countries. Following a 
welcome to the two-day-meeting from Zurab Azmaiparashvili, President of ECU, the FIDE 

https://www.europechess.org/ecu-fide-international-organisers-online-seminar-concluded/
https://www.europechess.org/ecu-online-youth-camps-starting-on-monday/
https://www.europechess.org/team-asia-wins-intercontinental-youth-team-online-chess-cup/
https://www.europechess.org/team-asia-wins-intercontinental-youth-team-online-chess-cup/


President Arkady Dvorkovich gave a keynote address Chess: Driving Technological 
Innovations in the 21st Century and answered a wide range of questions afterwards. The 
event, the 8th in the sequence of the London Chess Conferences. FIDE was a foundation 
sponsor through its continental funding of the ECU.  
 

              Reports: 
https://www.europechess.org/chesstech-2020-conference/  

 https://www.fide.com/news/873  
 

8. Annual European Online Training Academy   
 

European Chess Union and European Chess Academy, supported by FIDE Development Fund, 
organise the annual training program in period from December 5th, 2020 to June 5th 2021. 
ECU annual training program is open for all ages and levels and will be organised within four 
levels: 
 
LEVEL 1 – for players below 1300 ELO 
LEVEL 2 – for players between 1300 and 1600 ELO 
LEVEL 3 – for players between 1600 and 1900 ELO 
LEVEL 4 – for players above 1900 ELO 

 
       Two nominees per European Chess Federation are supported by the European Chess   
       Union (55 spots) and FIDE Development Fund (55 spots). Total 110 free young  
       participants.  

 
       Report:   
       https://www.europechess.org/ecu-annual-training-program-develop-practical-way-of- thinking/ 

 
CONLCUSION  
 
ECU adopting the new guidelines of FIDE DEV program and the necessary financial reductions 
because of the pandemic, had limited ability to organise its own programs in comparison with 
2019. Taking in account that common FIDE/EDU project was the 60% of the spending for 2020, 
there was a further amount of about 30,000 euros approved for the ECU projects (trainings, 
webinars, conference, events).  
 
For 2021 we hope that the budgeted amount of 100,000 euros will be in toral available and we 
will be able to get approval for the main projects with the submission of the initial application for 
2021. Under current circumstances we agree also that the KPis policy shall be updated to be in 
line with the current period parameters.  
 

 

       With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou,  
ECU Secretary General  

https://www.europechess.org/chesstech-2020-conference/
https://www.fide.com/news/873
https://www.europechess.org/ecu-annual-training-program-develop-practical-way-of-%20thinking/
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