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ALBANIA CHESS FEDERATION 

Report For the Year 2022 Development Fund 
 

 

To: FIDE Planning & Development Commission 

 
 
Dear PDC  
Here is the report from the Albania Chess Federation concerning our development projects.  We are dedicated 
to run the entire program within the agreed directions of developing projects, among those proposed to the 
application.  

 
The budget allocated by Fide, through application and approval to the Planning and Development Com-

mission for the Albanian Chess Federation on the year 2022 in the amount of $ 5,000 /EURO 4,504 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Top-level training program for the best players $1,200 

      Following the objectives of the ACHF for the development of young chess players, we enabled                                                   
the participation of 18 Yong chess players in the European Chess Academy, through the 6-month 
training program, of which 12 players are supported by ECU and 6 by the development fund  

2. Participation of the youth team in the European Team Championship / fee and transport/ 
development fund in the financial value of $2,500 

3. Local Level of events organizing 
   Payment for the playing hall – Semifinals of the Individual championship $1,000 
Web site improvement and maintenance – on line database for schools $300 
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Activity 1. Top-level coaching programme for the best players 

 

After 3 years of involvement with young players in the European Chess Academy, increasing their number 

from year to year, their growth in quantity and quality has been converted into participation and promising 

results. 

Following the objectives of the ACHF for the development of young chess players, we enabled the par-

ticipation of 18 Yong chess players in the European Chess Academy, through the 6-month training pro-

gram, of which 12 players are supported by ECU and 6 players  by FIDE  DEVELOPMENT FUND  

 

 

Nr. Name B.Year 
Previous Level / 

ELO Gender 

1 Ailin Ndreko  

 
2012 2/ 1203   F 

2 Mateo Boci 2010 3/ 1695 M 

3 Kler Caku 2010 3/ 1674  F 

4 Eklea Omeri 2008 3/ 1706 F 

5 
 
Kelvin Kosta         

 

2007 4/1766 M 

6 Aleksander Xhembulla   2006 4/ 2047 M 

7 Sirio Dafa 2006 4/ 1592 M 

8 Ergit Ramaj 2008 4/ 1979 F 

9 Aleks Kote 2009 3/ 1429 M 

10 Adrian Guri 2007 4/ 1583 M 

11 Dionis Senjo 2011 2/ 1089 M 

12 Klean Shuqja 2006 4/ 1958 F 

13 Petro Boci 2004 4/ 1699 M 

14 Henri Troshani  2014 1 M 

15 Erdi Cani          2013 1/ 1054 M 

16 Anja Cota 2010 1 F 

17 Ansi Zoto 2014 1 M 

18 Klendi Zeneli  2004 4/ 1879 M 

 
 

Activity 2. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS PARTICIPATION 

 Results: SUCCESSFUL PARTICIPATION  

 

 YOUTH  

o Two Medals (Gold and Bronze) European Blitz Championship, Thessaloniki – Greece.  

✓ Klean Shuqja – Gold Medal / Champion of the 21st European Blitz Championship in Thessalo-

niki for U16 girls;  

✓ Kler Çaku – G12 Bronze Medal in the 21st European Blitz Championship in Thessaloniki for U12 

girls; Eklea Omeri, place 4-t /G 14 
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http://chess-results.com/tnr658876.aspx?lan=1&art=25&fedb=ALB&turdet=YES&flag=30  

 

o 5th place in the European Youth Chess Championship / standard 05 - 15 November Antalya, Turkey 

o Standard Balkan Junior Championship Montenegro 1-6 October: 6 Medals/ 3 Gold/ 2 Silver/ 3 Bronx 

G12 Kler Caku                                    Mateo Boci U12                    Boci Petro U16 
U 14 Ergit Ramaj                                Klean Shuqja G16 
U 18 Kelvin Kosta 

 

   
 
 

o Balkan Rapid Championship, 7 October 6 Medals/ 4 Gold/ 1 Silver/ 1 Bronze 

Henri Troshani- U8                     Kler Caku G-12                    Eklea Omeri, G-14 
Mateo Boci - U12                                                                      Petro Boci U-16 
Ergit Ramaj- U-14 
 Klean Shuqja G-16 

 

o Balkan Championship Blitz October 8 Three Gold Medals 

Henri Troshani- U8; Mateo Boci - U12; Ergit Ramaj- U-14  
https://chess-results.com/tnr682724.aspx?lan=1&art=25&fedb=ALB&turdet=YES&flag=30  

  
 

Other:  

 The participation in the World Chess Olympiad and FIDE Congress, Chennai India 28 July - 10 August it 

was undoubtedly the most important international event of this year 

o Three international Fide Master titles at the end of the World Chess Olympiad, Chennai, India for chess 

players Rozana Gjergji, Klean Shuqja, Zino Veleshnja 

http://chess-results.com/tnr658876.aspx?lan=1&art=25&fedb=ALB&turdet=YES&flag=30
https://chess-results.com/tnr682724.aspx?lan=1&art=25&fedb=ALB&turdet=YES&flag=30
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o Gold Medals in Group C, for the Women's Team, ranked 50th among 161 countries.Place 53 out of 187 

competing places for the Men's Team 

On this participation we also benefited from the support of fide - although ranked second in the develop-

ment, we did not benefit from the same support as in the previous Olympiads, which somewhat compli-

cated our annual plan of activities 

 REPRESENTATION ON THE CHESS ORGANIZATIONS 

• Erald Dervishi, CEO of the European Federation. Board Member – Mediterranean Federation 

• Majlinda Pilinci, Board Member of the Francophone Association; Continental Advisor - Planning and Devel-

opment Commission - FIDE 

• Rozana Gjergji, Member of the European Federation Education Commission 

• Marin Collaku, Member of the FIDE Referee Commission 

 

 TWO EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS IN ALBANIA 2023 

1. EUROPEAN SCHOOL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP MAY 12-22/ https://escc2023.com/ 

2. EUROPEAN CHESS CLUB CUPS SEPTEMBER 30- OCTOBER 10 

 

 

Activity 3  

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP REGISTERED FOR FIDE RATING 

INCREASING THE NUMBER OF ACTIVE CHESS PLAYERS 
 

 SEMI-FINALS OF THE 73rd NATIONAL INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

Tirana, April 30- May 6, FARI COMPLEX 

Through the development fund we enabled the rental of the championship’s hall 

 

The semifinals of the individual national chess championship are organized from April 30 to May 6, 2022 in Tirana, 

near the FARI Complex. 68 chess players from 15 sports clubs participated in this event 

The competition was entered with 9 rounds with the Swiss system with 90 min + 30 sec/time shift for each player 

and their judgment was based on the regulations of the International Chess Federation FIDE. 

Based on the regulations of the activity, the first five in the ranking have the right to be placed in the finals of the 

individual national chess championship. 

https://chess-results.com/tnr632244.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES  

Qualified for the final: Zino Veleshnja; Riza Bregu; Zamir Kaci; Armando Cani; Sotir Pasko.  

Arbiters: IA Shkelqim Lazaj/ Chief Arbiter, FA  Pandi Borova, NA Toni Didi 

Tournament Director - International Organizer Majlinda Pilinci 

 

   
 

  OTHER:                             
 
                                 MEN & WOMEN INDIVIDUAL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS 

https://escc2023.com/
https://chess-results.com/tnr632244.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES
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Tirana, 18 - 25 June, Hotel Mondial  
 

o Llambi Pasko and Klean Shuqja, are the two National Champions for Men and Women 2022! 
               The closing ceremony and awarding of the trophies was honored with their participation by the Presi-
dent of NOC Albania ,  Mr. Fidel Ylli and the Honorary President of ACHF, Mr. Eduard Shalsi. 
The finals of the Individual National Championship took place on June 18 – 25 
 

         
 
https://chess-results.com/tnr646227.aspx?lan=1&art=1&turdet=YES 
https://chess-results.com/tnr647123.aspx?lan=1&art=1&turdet=YES 
 

              

     
 

                         NATIONAL INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP FOR YOUTH /GIRLS AND BOYS 
Tirana June 29-July 5, Kristaq Rama" School 

 
o Aleksandër Xhembulla is the 2022 National Youth Champion! 

The individual National Championship of Young Girls and Boys according to the age groups of 8-18 years, was 
held from 29.06-05.07.2022 near the "Kristaq Rama" School, in Tirana. 
62 chess players divided according to age groups U8-U10-U12-U14-U16-U18 participated in this sports competi-
tion. 
For the U-18 age group, there was a playoff match between Xhembulla and Zeneli, which was won by Ale-
ksandër Xhembulla, who declared the youth champion! 
For each age group, the second and third place chess players were awarded diplomas and the first place winners 
were given diplomas, medals and cups. 
 
 

NATIONAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP CATEGORY B 
October 15-16 Durrës 

 

    
 
It took place in Durres, October 15, near the Teuta Chess Academy, with the participation of the Luftetari, Lush-
nja, Vllaznia, Kukesi, Tropoja Chess Club teams. Each team competed with 4 open tables. 

https://chess-results.com/tnr646227.aspx?lan=1&art=1&turdet=YES
https://chess-results.com/tnr647123.aspx?lan=1&art=1&turdet=YES
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At the end of it, "Luftetari " - Gjirokastër and "Klubi Shahut Valbona" Tropoja, qualified for Category A, for 2023. 
 

 “LEZHA CHESS FESTIVAL 2022” 23-30 TETOR, “RAFAELO RESORT” - SHENGJIN 
 

   
 
 
 

NATIONAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP CATEGORY A, 23-28 
 

o “ Butrinti” Saranda  Club Team, was declared the 2022 National Champion Team! 
 
Partizani's Team - The surprise of this Championship, composed from the talented young players and leaded by 
Mr. Arian Bllaca, deserved the second place. Tirana's team ranked on the third place  
 
 

    
 
 The Team played with 6 tables (4open, 1 U20 and 1 female) 
https://chess-results.com/tnr687695.aspx?lan=1  
 

               ALL AROUND NATION RAPID CHAMPIONSHIP OCTOBER 29 
Took place with the participation of 1004 chess players from Albania and Kosovo, they were dominated by the 
Kosovos chess player Nderim Saraci, declared champion in both championships. 
 

o The International Master Llambi Pasko was ranked second in the Rapid Championship, being declared 
the Champion of Albania in the Rapid Chmpionship. 

 
https://chess-results.com/tnr689478.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES 
 

                                ALL AROUND NATION BLITZ CHAMPIONSHIP OCTOBER 30 
 
Took place with the participation of 98 chess players from Albania and Kosovo, they were dominated by Kosovos 
chess players in the first 3 places.  

o Zino Veleshnja deserved the 4th place, being declared National Blitz Champion. 
 
https://chess-results.com/tnr690732.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES 

https://chess-results.com/tnr687695.aspx?lan=1
https://chess-results.com/tnr689478.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES
https://chess-results.com/tnr690732.aspx?lan=1&art=4&turdet=YES
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 TRAINING SEMINARS 
Two training seminars were organized during the Lezha Chess Festival 
 
1. TRAINING SEMINAR FOR TEACHING CHESS 
Shengjin- Lezhe October 27 
Participation:  
SCHOOL TEACHERS in Lezha 
Chess instructor representing clubs 

 
 
      
Lecturers: 
Rozana Gjergji & Majlinda Pilinci 
At the end of the Seminar, Certificates were distributed to the participants 
 
2. TRAINING SEMINAR FOR ARBITERS -VALID FOR TITLE NA 
Shengjin-Lezhe October 28 
 
It was developed with the participation of 20 representatives of the clubs, who received knowledge about the 
rules and regulations of the games 
Lecturer: IA Marin Collaku 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 International Tournaments in collaboration with Chess Clubs 
 

                                                        DURRËS OPEN RAPID 24 PRILL  
The International Tournament was organized by the Teuta Chess Club, supported by the Durres Municipality and 
the ACHF with the Participation: 101 chess players from Albania; Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia; Italy 
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Tournament Winners: 
1. IM Ilir Seitaj 
2. IM Nderim Saraci- Kosove 
3. IM Pasko Llambi 

https://chess-results.com/tnr625869.aspx?lan=1&art=4 
 

2nd CHESS FEST 2022  
 

Tirana - On the 26th and 27th of November in the premises of the Library of Unit No. 2. In Moikom Zeqo, the 
Rapid  "Independence Cup" 
 and Blitz Game "Liberation Cup"  
competitions were held, in which there was a participation of quality chess players from several cities in the 
country. The activity was organized by Mr. Arian Bllaca -Partizani Chess Club and FSH.  
 
https://chess-results.com/tnr699119.aspx?lan=1 
 

 
 

       At the end of the competitions, cups and medals were distributed to the winners and prizes according to the           
places in the classification. 
It is worth mentioning the interest in the participation of quality chess players with high Elo coefficients who 
gave beautiful matches until the last round. 

  
 

https://chess-results.com/tnr699097.aspx?lan=1  

Activity 4. Chess in schools  

- The list of students registered on the FSH website is automated. 

Through the FSHH website - register, in contacts with school teachers and clubs we have recommended the reg-

istration of students with data on the class, school and teachers (appendix 2 schools and students membership 

https://chess-results.com/tnr625869.aspx?lan=1&art=4
https://chess-results.com/tnr699119.aspx?lan=1
https://chess-results.com/tnr699097.aspx?lan=1
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by approaching and and fullfilling  the online registration on ACHF’s website https://achf.org.al/formu-
lari-per-autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/) 

 

 COLLABORATION AND PROJECTS  

 

1. AGREEMENT OF COOPERATION WITH THE ITALIAN FEDERATION 
The agreement aims at joint activities to increase friendship and sports quality, enabling the participa-

tion of ACHF representatives in various trainings.  
 

 
 
 

INFINITE CHESS  

 

This year, the Albanian Chess Federation has become part of this FIDE project by selecting for the implemen-

tation of its educational program the community-based service center for children with disabilities, Durrës. 

Signing the  

o Agreement of the cooperation between the Albanian Chess Federation AND the Municipality of Durres 

for the implementation of the INFINITE CHESS children's project 

  
 

 
CHESS KIDS  

ACHF  will be part of the project for the implementation of the ChessKid  
 

   
Through the platform, we aim to also create a database with the children of the country's schools. Student regis-
tration will be free, thanks to the cooperation agreement with the Balkan Chess Federation. 

 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

o CHESS SIMULTANEOUS OF IM FATOS MUCO – AFGHAN COMMUNITY IN LEZHA  

https://achf.org.al/formulari-per-autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/
https://achf.org.al/formulari-per-autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/
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A simultaneous event by the International Master Fatos Muço has also been held with the Afghan community 

living near the 'Rafaelo Resort', in Shengjin, within the framework of the Lezha Chess Festival 2022, promoting 

the social values of chess in the community. 

International Master Fatos Muço holds the record of 12 national championships won. For the first time, he 

secured the champion's medal in 1974. 

At the end of the activity, the federation gave them some chess sets, while the Lezha chess club was engaged in 

giving chess lessons once a week. 

CHESS SIMULTANEOUS OF IM M ILIR SEITAJ -WITH KIDS  

 
 
A simultaneous performance by International Master Ilir Seitaj during the organization of the Regional Youth 
Chess Festival "Tirana 2022" 
 

-  YEAR OF WOMEN IN CHESS 

On the occasion of the announcement of 2022 - The First Year of Women in Chess, ACHF prepared a promo-

tional video for the national Women's team, which was presented at the Queens Pavilion as part of the social 

activities during the Chess Olympiad. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xB1C8xwF40  

Ms. Majlinda Pilinci was a member of the Working Group of the Pavilion and the Awards Ceremony. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xB1C8xwF40


APPENDIX C - KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

NATIONAL CHESS FEDERATION (NCF): ALBANIA CHESS FEDERATION 
CONTINENT: EUROPE 
DEVELOPMENT LEVEL: 3 
PERIOD: JANUARY – DECEMBER 2022 

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPIs) 1 are the critical (key) indicators of progress toward an intended 

result.  

The NCF is required to measure the effectiveness of its programmes using the KPIs listed below. At the 

beginning of the period, the NCF is expected to complete both the Baseline and End of Period-target 

values. It is possible that a Federation may not be able to report on a particular KPI and this will be taken 

into consideration at the end of the reporting period. NCFs can also make use of the ‘Comments’ field as 

required. The NCF is also allowed to include any additional KPIs that it considers to be relevant for 

reporting purposes. When the NCF is preparing its final report for the end of the reporting period, the 

Actual values of the KPIs need to be completed for each KPI identified. 

KPI STRUCTURE 

The KPIs’ shall be divided into 4 main categories as follows: 

Core: These KPIs are related to the technical operations of the federation. It includes number of active 

players, number of tournaments, average player ratings as well as supporting ‘infrastructure’ e.g. number 

of arbiters, trainers ETC. Most of this information can be sourced from by FIDE via its website or from the 

Elista office. This KPI allows FIDE to ascertain the quality/quantity of the players, technical officials events, 

etc… 

Social/Special: These examine the engagement in additional programmes related to the work of other 

FIDE Commissions and their priorities. These include: females, kids/chess in education, vulnerable groups 

(refugees, people with special needs, chess in prisons etc.). Federations are encouraged to engage in at 

least one such programme. This KPI allows federations to fulfil the horizontal goals of FIDE as chess 

impacts several aspects of society. 

Promotion: This includes the focus on the dissemination and profiling of chess activities of the federation 

and FIDE support. This should include mainstream and social media. It is important that chess activites 

are highlighted so persons within the wider communities understand the value of chess and the role of 

FIDE which can increase the opportunities for support. 

Partnerships: This includes sponsors, strategic partners whose objectives are aligned to the federation. 

Strategic partners can include other government agencies, NGOS, media outlets. This KPI tracks the efforts 

of federations to engage other partners in the support of their mandate so as to build increased 

sustainability. 

Of course, Federations can also include any other KPIs they see as relevant to their operations.  The KPIs 

are listed in the table below. 

1  https://kpi.org/KPI-Basics 
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2  NCF to populate these fields with the current values of each KPI as at the beginning of the 
programme/project period. 

Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 

Baseline- 20222 End of 
Period 

Target

End of Period 

Actual 

Comments 

CORE 

Active FIDE-rated players 

• Female

• All
 70 

 244 

80 

250 

 21 

 352 

Active players on FIDE List 

• Female

• All
 75 

 570 

 80 

 600 

 102 

 812 

Certified Arbiters-Active 

• Female

• All 
 4 

 12 

 5 

 15 

 5 

 23 

Certified Trainers-Active 

• Female

• All
 3 

 30 

 4 

 30 

 3 

 30 

Average rating of top 10 players 

• Female

• All
 1655 

 2337 

 1660 

 2345 

 1707 

 2323 

FIDE-rated tournaments 

organised 

• Classic

• Hybrid

• Blitz

• Rapid

 10 

 2 

 2 

 4 

 10 

 2 

 3 

 5 

8 

0 

2 

4 

Other tournaments-

Participation 

• Online/Hybrid events

• Local events

• International chess

tournaments

 9 

 3 

 3 

0 

 8 

 4 

 4 

0 

0 

    5 

10 we have increased the participation of young 

players in international tournaments 
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Affiliated clubs 15 17 16 the membership of one of the clubs was not 

accepted by the court 

SOCIAL/SPECIAL     

Programmes  

(Females, Education, Prisons, 

refugees etc…) 

1. Chess in school 

 

2. Chess for refugees 

 

3. INFINITE CHESS  
 

   

Participants in each programme 2600/ 

200members 

2700 

350-400 

members  

 4. After enabling the online application form 

on the website, 

https://achf.org.al/formulari-per-

autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/ 

we have a list with the data of about 300 

registered students / and a number of schools 

and the respective teachers.   

The weak point is that the clubs were not 

being active to  promote it through the schools 

regardless they are assisting  the annual local 

school championships organization.  

5. A simultaneous event by the 

International Master Fatos Muço has 

also been held with the Afghan 

community living near the 'Rafaelo 

Resort', in Shengjin, within the 

framework of the Lezha Chess Festival 

2022, promoting the social values of 

chess in the community. 

- the federation donated 10 chess 

sets and chess clocks   

- - Lezha chess club was engaged in 

giving chess lessons once a week. 
 

6. INFINITE CHESS  
This year, the Albanian Chess Federation 

has become part of this FIDE project by 

selecting for the implementation of its 

educational program the community-

based service center for children with 

disabilities, Durrës with a group of 4 

children  

https://achf.org.al/formulari-per-autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/
https://achf.org.al/formulari-per-autoamtizimin-e-te-dhenave/
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On behalf of FEDERATION 

Majlinda Pilinci Secretary General – Albania Chess Federation 

Date: January  9th 2023       

PROMOTION 

  Positive or neutral coverage in:    

• Mainstream media

• Social Media/Websites

• Other

15-20 

15/30 

A lot of interviews for the activities  

Very active fb page  

https://www.facebook.com/federataeshahut 

web page :  https://achf.org.al/ 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Chess sponsors 4 4 this has been a year with limited sources of 

funds 

Other Strategic Partners e.g. 

NOC, Media, government 

organisations, NGOs 

Ministry,  NOC, 

Municipalities, Media 

OTHER 

Please feel free to specify any 

other KPI that may be important 

to the operations of the 

federation  

https://www.facebook.com/federataeshahut
https://achf.org.al/


 
 

1 
 

APPENDIX D – REPORT ON FUNDING 

 

NATIONAL CHESS FEDERATION (NCF): ALBANIA  

CONTINENT: EUROPE 

DEVELOPMENT LEVEL:2 

Please complete ALL requested fields in this report. 

 
1. Programme/Project Name: 

Albanian Chess Federation’s strengthening through 

- chess players 

-chess clubs and local chess in schools program development 

 
2. Programme/Project Dates:  

Year 2022  

 
3. Summary of Project Outcomes: 

1. The registration of club ‘s tournaments in the Elo rating system increased the number of active players:  

Active FIDE-rated players however, we have had a decline in the activation of female players 

Increasement of the Club’s arbiter NA license. Some of them will be registered in the future, after the 

seminar organized by the federation in October 
2. Certified Trainers-Active  
Female 4 
All 30  
3. Average rating of top 10 players we had a decrease in the rating of the 10 best players, but an increase 
in the level of female and young players 
4.  
FIDE-rated tournaments organized 

Classic 8  

Hybrid 0 

Blitz 2 (+2) 

Rapid 5 (+5) 

5. Other tournaments-Participation 

International chess tournaments 10 

 

 
4. Breakdown of Funding Usage (Please provide supporting documents as far as possible): 

NR Description Debit  Credit  
  Period : Jnauary-December 2022      

** Opening balance (Fide Development Fund)   $5,000   

1 
Top-level coaching programme for the best 
players  

$1,200   
 



 
 

2 
 

APPENDIX D – REPORT ON FUNDING 

 

2 International Events Participation $2,500    
3 National and Local Championships Organising $1,000    

4 

Web site improvementand mantenace – on line 
database for schools (inv. No 17/2022 dt. 
07.01.2022, partial payemet of the transfere dt 
10.07.2022) 

$300   

 
  TOTAL $5,000    

      

 
5. Any funds not yet used? No            

 

6. Lessons Learned/Future Improvements: 

Objectives vary according to specific conditions.  
Need more cooperation and active clubs 

 

On behalf of FEDERATION 

On behalf of ALBANIA CHESS FEDERATION: 

 Majlinda Pilinci 

  Secretary General                                                                       Date: February 4th , 2023 
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